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DATE:

TOPIC: COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS

OBJECTIVE: TO ENSURE THE SAFE USE OF

COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS

Some things to know before you give your talk.

Easiest way to conduct and document 
your safety meetings!

Let your crew know that oxygen and acetylene cylinders are highly explosive.

A cylinder accident can be any one of the following:

You catch your foot on a loose hose and pull an unsecured cylinder over on your leg

A cylinder slips out of a choker and hits you on the arm

Use the best tool for the job. Don’t use a stepladder as a straight ladder. The legs are not 
designed for this which can result in the base kicking out. 

The valve is knocked off an oxygen cylinder (2200 PSI) and the cylinder rockets around   the
job site. 

A misused cylinder explodes, and someone is killed! 

The valves are not bled after use and leaked vapors cause a fire when coming into contact
with a spark.

To help prevent these accidents, tell your crew to:

Always be sure the valve protection caps are on before moving the cylinders
 
Always keep cylinders upright and secured

Always close the valve on empty cylinders, put the cap back on and mark them. 

Always use a cradle or cage when hoisting cylinders with a crane. 

Never use cylinders for rollers or supports 

Never tamper with the valves or safety devices 

Never store cylinders near floor openings or the building perimeter 

Never work with cylinders if you are not trained

Storage and Handling

Store all compressed cylinders in the upright position.

Place valve protection caps on gas cylinders that are in storage or not in use.

Do not store compressed gas cylinders in areas where they can come in contact with
chemicals labeled "Corrosive." 

Do not handle oxygen cylinders if your gloves are greasy or oily. 

Do not lift cylinders by the valve protection cap. 

Place cylinders on a cradle, sling board, pallet or cylinder basket to hoist them. 

Do not place cylinders against electrical panels or live electrical cords where the cylinder can
become part of the circuit. 

When storing compressed gas cylinders; 
Disconnect the gas cylinders,
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Separate the fuel gas cylinders from the oxygen cylinders by 6m, 

Keep cylinders away from highly combustible materials, open flames, 
and excessive heat.

Use of Compressed Gas Cylinders

Do not use dented, cracked or other visibly damaged cylinders.

Use only an open ended or adjustable wrench when connecting or disconnecting regulators
and fittings. 

Do not transport cylinders without first removing regulators and replacing the valve
protection caps. 

Close the cylinder valve when work is finished, when the cylinder is empty or at any time the
cylinder is moved. 

Do not store oxygen cylinders near fuel gas cylinders such as propane or acetylene, or near
combustible material such as oil or grease. 

Stand to the side of the regulator when opening the valve. 

If a cylinder is leaking around a valve or a fuse plug, move it to an outside area away from
where work is performed and tag it to indicate the defect. 

Do not hoist or transport cylinders by means of magnets or choker slings. 

Do not use compressed gas to clean the work area, equipment or yourself. 

Do not remove the valve wrench from acetylene cylinders while the cylinder is being used. 

Open compressed gas cylinder valves slowly. Open fully when in use to eliminate possible
leakage around the cylinder valve stem. 

Purge oxygen valves, regulators and lines before use. 

Get the pressure test done to make sure that the cylinders are safe to use.

Show your crew a diagram or get an actual cylinder and point out the safety features and 
proper ways to store it.

Try this for show and tell!

Why is a pressure regulator necessary and how is it used?

Has anyone ever had an accident – or know of one – involving a compressed gas 
cylinder?

Questions you can use to get them talking:


