
 

TOOLBOX TALK 42/60
DATE:
TOPIC: WINTER DRIVING 
 OBJECTIVE: TO ENSURE SAFE DRIVING IN WINTER CONDITIONS 
 
Some things to know before you give your talk:
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Less daylight 
Slippery road surfaces 
Steamy windshields 
Dirty lights 

As a supervisor, you need to remind your crew that it’s everyone’s responsibility to know the facts about winter driving
hazards and how to drive safely in spite of them. Among many hazards, winter means: 

There are many precautions your crew can take to insure a safe trip. Here are just a few: 

Be certain your vehicle is in good condition. 
All windows, mirrors, and lights should be clear of ice or snow. 
Get the feel of the road as soon as you start. With no traffic around and at low speed, hit the brakes hard for a
moment to test slipperiness. 
Drive smoothly – avoid sudden braking, acceleration, or steering moves. All of these can cause a skid. 
Increase your following distances even more on slippery pavement. 
Watch for the other driver who may not have made the adjustment to winter driving. 
Don’t be afraid to use your lights during rain, snow, or fog. It is important that the other drivers see you. Low beams
are best. 
Know your entire traffic situation. Look far ahead, to both sides and to the rear. 
Watch for slippery bridge decks and shaded patches that may still be icy. 
Don’t jam on the brakes and lock your wheels. If you must stop quickly, stab the brakes to stop while also
maintaining your control. 

Try this for show and tell! 

Show your crew the common items one should have in working condition in their vehicle: flashlight, a bag of sand or
deicer, shovel, warning signals, and accident reporting kit. 

Questions you can use to get them talking: 

On average, how long does it take the brakes to stop a car on the clear dry pavement once they are applied at 32
km/hr? (answer = 7.6m) 
At 32 km/hr, on average, how long would it take the brakes to stop the same car on bare ice at -4 degrees Celsius?
(answer = 45.7m) 
Has anyone ever had a winter accident – or know of someone who has? What happened? 


